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Preface

The International Symposium on Mathematical Foundations of Computer Science (MFCS
conference series) is a well-established venue for presenting research papers in theoretical
computer science. The broad scope of the conference encourages interactions between
researchers who might not meet at more specialized venues. The first MFCS conference
was organized in 1972 in Jablonna (near Warsaw, Poland). Since then, the conference
traditionally moved between the Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Poland. A few years ago,
the conference started traveling around Europe. After three editions in Denmark, United
Kingdom, and Germany, the 45th edition of MFCS returns to Prague in the Czech Republic.

The program committee of MFCS 2020 accepted 82 papers out of 242 submissions,
a record number in the history of the conference. The authors of the submitted papers
represented over 45 countries. Each paper received at least three reviews. We would like
to express our deep gratitude to all the committee members for their extensive reports and
discussions on the merits of the submissions.

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic MFCS 2020 was held as a virtual event. It featured invited
talks by Nathalie Bertrand (INRIA, Rennes), Sergio Cabello (University of Ljubljana),
Subhash Khot (New York University), Parthasarathy Madhusudan (University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign), and Mary Wootters (Stanford University) on topics that reflected the
broad scope of the conference.

MFCS proceedings are published in the Dagstuhl/LIPIcs series since 2016. We would like
to thank Michael Wagner and the LIPIcs team for all their kind help and support. We also
warmly thank the Organising Committee of MFCS, composed by Michal Koucky (chair),
Andreas Emil Feldmann, and Michal Opler, for their hard work in setting up and running
the online event.

Javier Esparza

Daniel Kral’
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