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Preface

The year 2024 marks the 30th edition of the International Conference on Principles and
Practice of Constraint Programming. Whilst I did not attend the very first couple of
conferences (1995 in Cassis, and 1996 in Cambridge), I did go to Linz in 1997 and managed
to get a paper in the program in 1998 in Pisa: my CP journey had begun. This year, the
conference takes place in Girona, Spain, from the 2nd to the 6th of September. More details
can be found at https://cp2024.a4cp.org/index.html.

This year in Girona, the conference has 38 accepted papers (from 95 submissions),
2 invited talks and 3 tutorials over 5 days. As is customary, day zero of the conference
comprises a series of workshops and the doctoral program: a time for young researchers
to come together to exchange ideas. This year, four workshops are represented: The 26th
International Workshop on Configuration, the 23rd Workshop on Constraint Modelling
and Reformulation, the 7th Workshop on Progress Towards the Holy Grail, and the 1st
Workshop on Discrete Optimization with Soft Constraints. Special thanks go to Edward
Lam for chairing the Doctoral Program, and to Carlos Ansótegui for chairing the Workshops
Program.

The conference has three diverse tutorials: Domain-Independent Dynamic Programming
by Chris Beck and Ryo Kuroiwa, JuMP and Constraint Programming by Benoît Legat, and
Constraint Acquisition by Dimos Tsouros. I want to thank all the authors and presenters
for their willingness to contribute to the conference in this way, and to Pierre Schaus for
agreeing to be tutorial chair and bringing together these talks.

As usual, we also have a number of special tracks this year: Applications, CP and
Machine Learning, and CP and Quantum Computing. I’d like to thank Louis-Martin
Rousseau, Quentin Cappart and Philippe Codognet who did an excellent job of chairing
these tracks.

I would like to welcome Özgür Akgün to the role of DEI chair this year, a term that he
will hold for two years. He joins María Andreína Francisco Rodríguez who is in her second
year of her role as joint DEI chair.

A conference like CP relies on many people to make it a success. In terms of the program
itself, I would like to thank first of all everybody who contributed papers: submissions are
the essence of the conference. Then, of course, I would like to thank the program committee,
additional reviewers, and the senior program committee who made the final deliberations. I
found all the PC and SPC discussions to be very fair and professional. I came away from the
process with a really positive view of our community. Thank you for that.

I am very much looking forward to the two invited talks this year, both from previous
program chairs of CP. Ian Gent will speak about “Solving Patience and Solitaire Games with
Good Old-Fashioned AI”, and Francesca Rossi will discuss “Thinking Fast and Slow in AI:
A cognitive architecture to augment both AI and human reasoning”. Another special treat
will be a panel discussion between previous program chairs of CP. Many thanks to Eugene
Freuder for arranging this special 30th anniversary session.

Of course, the conference organization was fully dependent upon our excellent conference
chairs, Miquel Bofill and Mateu Villaret and our publicity chair, Jordi Coll. Their hard
work on the organization made my job so much simpler and allowed me to focus on the
program. I am writing this two months before the conference itself, but I am sure the venue
and organization on the week of the conference are going to be fabulous.

30th International Conference on Principles and Practice of Constraint Programming (CP 2024).
Editor: Paul Shaw

Leibniz International Proceedings in Informatics
Schloss Dagstuhl – Leibniz-Zentrum für Informatik, Dagstuhl Publishing, Germany
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Finally, I wish to thank our generous sponsors: The Association for Constraint Pro-
gramming, the AI Journal, ScheduleOpt, Universitat de Girona, Generalitat de Catalunya,
Diputació de Girona, Mitsubishi Electric, IBM, Google, The Optimization Firm, Huawei,
Cosling, Potassco Solutions, Ajuntament de Girona, EurAI, Patronat Politècnica (Universitat
de Girona), Càtedra d’Informació i Computació (Universitat de Girona), Càtedra Lluís A.
Santaló d’Aplicacions de la Matemàtica (Universitat de Girona).

July 2024 Paul Shaw
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