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Preface

The 52nd International Workshop on Graph-Theoretic Concepts in Computer Science
(WG 2026) took place at Campus Kortrijk of KU Leuven in Belgium on 2-4 June, 2026.

WG has a longstanding tradition. Since 1975, WG has taken place 26 times in Germany, 5
times in the Netherlands, 3 times in France, twice in Austria, the Czech Republic, Switzerland,
and the United Kingdom, and once in Greece, Italy, Israel, Norway, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia,
Spain, and Turkey. This year it was the first time when WG was organized in Belgium.1
This is also the first edition of WG that has its proceedings published in the LIPIcs series.

WG aims to merge theory and practice by demonstrating how concepts from graph theory
can be applied to various areas in computer science, or by extracting new graph-theoretic
problems from applications. This year we extended the scope of the conference to explicitly
include results in structural graph theory, non-necessarily related to algorithms.

WG 2026 had three keynote talks. The first one was by Rose McCarty (Georgia Institute
of Technology, USA), who gave a talk From graph minors to quantum networks. The second
invited speaker was Pascal Schweitzer (TU Darmstadt, Germany), whose talk was entitled
Very Similar, but Not the Same: Local-to-Global Structure, Isomorphism, and Reconstruction.
Finally, the third keynote speaker was Dimitrios Thilikos (LIRMM, Université de Montpellier,
CNRS, France), one of the recipients of the WG 2026 Test of Time Award. Indeed, the prize
was awarded to Nick D. Dendris, Lefteris M. Kirousis and Dimitrios M. Thilikos for their
paper Fugitive-Search Games on Graphs and Related Parameters from WG 1994.

This year we received 106 submissions, 12 of which were withdrawn before entering the
review process. Out of the remaining 94 submissions, the Program Committee accepted
33, so the acceptance rate was about 35 %. Each submission received at least three reviews
and was extensively discussed by the PC members. This edition was the first one when the
reviewing process was double-blind, i.e., the papers were also anonymous to the PC members
and subreviewers.

The prize for the Best Paper was awarded to Hans L. Bodlaender and Carla Groenland
for their paper Trade-off between spread and width for tree decompositions. The prize for
the Best Student Paper was awarded to Antonios Kominatos for the paper Obstructions for
Minor-Closed Classes of limiting Densities Below 3/2, co-authored by Reem Mahmoud and
Dimitrios M. Thilikos.

The organization of the conference was supported by KU Leuven, the Research Foundation
Flanders (FWO), and the Institute of Combinatorics and its Applications (ICA).

Many individuals contributed to the success of WG 2026. In particular, we thank:
All authors who submitted their results to WG,
The members of the PC and subreviewers, who graciously gave their time and energy,
The Steering Committee for their helpful guidance,
The invited speakers and the Test of Time speaker,
The WG 2026 ToT Prize Committee: Fedor Fomin, Nicolas Nisse, and Daniël Paulusma,
The LIPIcs editorial office team,
The session chairs and all other participants.

June 2026 Jan Goedgebeur
Paweł Rzążewski

1 Here we do not count the social event of WG 2017 in Eindhoven (NL), that was a bike trip to the abbey
and brewery Achelse Kluis in Belgium.
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