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Preface

This volume contains the proceedings of the 32nd International Conference on Principles
and Practice of Constraint Programming (CP 2026), which took place at the University
of Lisbon, Portugal, from the 20th to the 23rd of July 2026. Held annually, CP is the
premier international conference on constraint programming. This year CP was part of
the Federated Logic Conference (FLoC) which is held every four years and brings together
leading international conferences related to logic for computer science. FLoC 2026 included
10 conferences, and CP was colocated with the 11th International Conference on Formal
Structures for Computation and Deduction (FSCD), the 42nd International Conference on
Logic Programming (ICLP), the 23rd International Conference on Principles of Knowledge
Representation and Reasoning (KR), the 41st Annual Symposium on Logic in Computer
Science (LICS), and the 29th International Conference on Theory and Applications of
Satisfiability Testing (SAT). More details about the CP 2026 conference can be found at
https://cp2026.adcp.org/.

CP 2026 received a total of 138 submissions of original unpublished research papers.
Table 1 provides the number of submitted and accepted papers per keyword.

Table 1 Overview of number of submitted and accepted papers for the different keywords

Keyword Submitted Accepted
Application 46 25
Operations Research & Mathematical Optimisation 40 20
Modelling & Modelling Languages 32 14
Machine Learning & Generative Al 31 10
Search (Complete & Heuristic) 30 14
Solver 28 11
SAT 21 7
Constraint Propagation 18 9
Verification 15 4
Theory 14 3
Explanation & Inference 13 7
Hybrid CP/SAT 11 5
Hybrid CP/LS 8 5
Certification 8 4
Symmetries 8 3
Filtering algorithms 7 4
Decision Diagrams 7 3
Model/Instance Explainability 7 3
Dynamic Programming 6 4
MaxSAT 6 1
Logic Programming 3 1
Quantum 3 1
Security & Parallelism 3 1
SMT 3 1
Continuous & Numerical Constraints 3 0
Testing 3 0
Model Counting 2 0
Dominance 1 1
Hardware 1 0

Following an initial screening that filtered out two papers for violating anonymity
guidelines or falling outside the scope of the conference, 136 submissions were sent out
for double-blind peer review. Each paper received three or four reviews from members of
the Program Committee. During this detailed review process, it was discovered that one
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submission failed to meet critical submission criteria—specifically regarding bibliographic
integrity, as it contained Al-fabricated references—and was subsequently rejected. Authors
had the opportunity to answer the questions posed by the reviewers in their reviews during an
author response phase. This was followed by a discussion of each paper among the reviewers,
the member of the Senior Program Committee assigned to the paper, and in some cases the
Program Chair when an additional review was required to reach a consensus.

After that, the Senior Program Committee member wrote a meta-review which summar-
ised the discussion, the pros and cons of the paper, and either made a recommendation to
accept/reject the paper or marked it as borderline. The latter generated extra discussions
with me as Program Chair. At the end of this process, 62 papers were accepted for presenta-
tion at the conference and publication in these proceedings. Of these, 59 are regular length
papers while 3 are short ones.

Two subcommittees from the Senior Program Committee were formed to select the best
technical and application papers.

The first committee awarded the Best Technical Paper Award to Fabio Tardivo, Laurent

Michel, and Willem-Jan van Hoeve for their paper “GPU-Accelerated Relaxed De-

cision Diagrams for Branch-and-Bound Optimization”, and a runner-up mention to

Martin C. Cooper and Imane Bousdira for their paper “Fairness of Classifiers in the

Presence of Constraints between Features”. It also awarded the Best Student Paper

Award to Théo Cantaloube, Xiao Peng, Christine Solnon, and Anastasia Volkova for

their paper “Solving the Multiple Constant Multiplication Problem with Constraint”,

and a runner-up mention to Tanguy Terrien and Cyrille Briand for their paper “An

Iterative Constraint Programming Approach to Integrate Maximum Workload Constraints

in Preemptive Jobshop Scheduling”.

The second committee awarded the Best Application Paper Award to Matthias Klapper-

stueck, Frits de Nijs, Ilankaikone Senthooran, Matteo Miceli, and Michael Wybrow for

their paper “CrewAld: Interactive Optimisation for Human-In-The-Loop Crew Rostering
and Rerostering”, and a runner-up mention to Luca Di Gaspero, Alessia Grosso, and

Giovanni Longo for their paper “A Scheduling-Based Approach to Railway Capacity

Estimation for Industrial Freight Junctions”.

It is traditional for CP to dedicate an entire day before the accepted papers are presented
to a series of workshops where the latest ideas on emerging/focus areas are discussed, and
to the doctoral program where PhD students come together to exchange ideas and network
both with their peers and with senior researchers. The co-location gave us an opportunity to
have a CP/SAT doctoral program co-organised by André Schidler and Mohamed Siala. The
selection and organisation of the workshops and panels was chaired by Emmanuel Hebrard,
while the selection of the invited tutorials was handled by Arnaud Malapert. My thanks to
all of them for their wonderful work.

A conference like CP relies on the support of many people to make it a success. First, I
would like to thank everybody who contributed to the submitted papers, as without them
there would be no conference. Then, of course, I would like to thank the Program Committee,
the additional reviewers, and the Senior Program Committee for their careful reviews, meta-
reviews and subsequent discussions. I was deeply impressed by the commitment of our
reviewers; with very few exceptions due to unforeseen circumstances, reports were submitted
promptly, and we were able to mobilise fifteen additional reviews at short notice. It was a
pleasure to see engaging, respectful and insightful discussions where reviewers were willing
to consider other points of view and even change their mind when presented with the right
argument. A special thanks goes to the members of the Senior Program Committee for
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supporting many of my tasks, from proposing extra members for the Program Committee to
helping me select the two invited talks by Prof. Willem-Jan van Hoeve on Decision Diagrams
for Constraint Reasoning and Optimization and by Prof. Torsten Schaub on Bridging the
Gap: Foundedness, Defaults, and Expressivity in Constraint Answer Set Programming.

In addition, T would like to thank the Association for Constraint Programming (ACP)
for its trust and for making the CP conference series possible, with a more specific thank to
the ACP president Gilles Pesant, and the ACP conference coordinator Hélene Verhaeghe
and Samir Loudni; without their active support with the conference system I would not have
been able to serve as Program Chair.

The local organisation, including Ines Lynce and Nuno Lopes, is supported by faculty
from Instituto Superior Técnico, Universidade de Lisboa. The place where FloC will take
place is ISCTE — Instituto Universitario de Lisboa.

In Memoriam: Hakan Kjellerstrand

While attending the CPAIOR conference, I was saddened to learn that Hakan Kjellerstrand
had passed away earlier this year. I had crossed paths with Hakan many times over the years

at the SweConsNet and NordConsNet workshops, and we once met during a seminar in Paris.

He was incredibly passionate about constraint programming, a true expert enthusiast who
built countless models across a huge variety of solvers and modelling languages.

It is unusual for a conference preface to commemorate someone outside traditional
academia. But then again, many of us started out exactly like him, driven by pure curiosity
and a love for recreational mathematics and puzzles, the very gateway to our field. Indeed, for

anyone entering the field, his library of model examples provided an invaluable starting point.

Back in the 2010s, he helped Helmut and me by providing numerous problems while we were
developing the Model Seeker. He later collaborated with several researchers and published
papers on modelling techniques. Over the last ten years, his role evolved from a prolific
modeller to becoming Picat’s second core contributor alongside Neng-Fa Zhou. When T last
saw him in the summer of 2025, he was excited about his latest work on learning relations
between parameters in the Standard Model of physics. Hakan was quiet, unassuming, and
discreet, yet a true mainstay of our community through the sheer volume of work and passion
he shared with us all.

Nicolas Beldiceanu
Nantes, June 18, 2026
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