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—— Abstract

We study the problem of approximating the partition function of the transverse-field Ising model
(TFIM), a widely studied quantum many-body model with important applications in quantum
simulation and quantum annealing. Despite its fundamental importance, the algorithmic landscape
for computing the TFIM partition function has remained poorly understood beyond restricted
parameter regimes.

We provide a precise characterization of the temperature regimes in which efficient approximation
is possible, establishing a sharp computational phase transition. Let J denote the symmetric
interaction matrix and A(J) = Amax(J) — Amin(J) denote its spectral width. We show that, for all
inverse temperatures 5 € [0,1/A(J)], there exists an efficient classical randomized algorithm that
approximates the partition function tr(efﬁ = ) to within an arbitrarily small multiplicative factor.
To obtain this result, we apply the standard Trotter decomposition to map the quantum model to a
classical spin system, and then leverage new techniques in Markov chain analysis to derive an efficient
algorithm that samples from and computes the partition function of the resulting distribution. This
temperature threshold is tight: for > 1/A(J), we show that there exists interaction matrix J for
which approximating the partition function, even within an exponential factor, is NP-hard and thus
is unlikely to admit an efficient classical or quantum algorithm.
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1 Introduction

A central problem in quantum statistical mechanics and quantum information theory is to
determine when the partition function of a quantum many-body system can be efficiently
approximated. The partition function encodes the system’s thermodynamic behavior and
plays a fundamental role in quantum simulation, quantum phase transitions, and complexity
theory [6].

In this work, we consider the transverse-field Ising model (TFIM), one of the most
extensively studied quantum spin systems. The TFIM serves as a canonical model for quantum
phase transitions [26, 12], and plays an important role in quantum annealing [21, 24, 31].
Despite its central role, prior work has made only limited progress in understanding the
computational complexity of approximating its partition function, with existing results
confined to restricted parameter regimes such as the ferromagnetic case [5] or very high
temperature [11].
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Computational Phase Transition for TFIM

We consider the general TFIM with Hamiltonian

H= % Z JijZiZjJrihfZHrithi, (1)
i=1 i=1

i,j€[n]

where Z; = I®(-1) @ Z @ [®("=1) and X, = I®0~1D @ X @ I®("~9) denote the Pauli operators
acting on site i, with

Z:((l) 01)’ X:(g (1)>

Here J = (Jij)i jen) € R™*™ is the interaction matriz, h* = (h});c[n) € R" is the transverse
field, and h* = (h);ci) € R™ is the longitudinal field.

Without loss of generality, we may assume that J is symmetric, as symmetrizing by
replacing J with J+T‘]T leaves the Hamiltonian invariant. Since J is symmetric, its eigenvalues
are real. We let Apax(J) and Apin(J) denote the maximum and minimum eigenvalues of J,
and let A(J) = Apax(J) — Amin(J) be its spectral width.

We provide a precise characterization of the temperature regimes in which the partition
function of the TFIM can be efficiently approximated. Our main result establishes a sharp
computational phase transition: for all inverse temperatures § in the interval [0, ﬁ], there
exists an efficient classical algorithm for approximating the partition function tr(exp(—SH))
(see Theorem 20 and Theorem 1). Our approximation algorithm applies in a much broader
range of parameters than previous works (see Section 1.2 for details).

For 8 > 1/A(J), we show that the problem is NP-hard, and thus unlikely to admit any
efficient classical or quantum algorithm (see Theorem 2). To the best of our knowledge, this
is the first example of a quantum many-body problem where approximating the partition
function exhibits a provable computational phase transition.

» Theorem 1 (Informal; see Theorem 20 for the formal statement). For any § € [0, ﬁ], and
g,0 € (0,1), there exists a classical randomized algorithm running in

log 6" - poly(n, B|[K"||;, B[1A7]l, ,e™")
time that outputs Z such that
Pr (6_82 < tr(exp(—8H)) < 652) >1-0.

» Theorem 2. For any e > 0, there exists an interaction matrix J such that at f = Al(f]s),

approzimating the partition function tr(exp(—BH)) is NP-hard for any transverse field h*
satisfying ||Bh”||; < c(e)n, where c(e) > 0 is a constant dependent only on . Moreover,

assuming RP # NP (respectively, BQP 2 NP ), no polynomial-time classical (respectively,
quantum) algorithm can approzimate the partition function within a multiplicative factor

exp(c(e)n).

Theorem 2 is a straightforward consequence of [16], which establishes NP-hardness in the
classical limit when h® = 0. Specifically, [16] shows that, when h* = 0, for any £ > 0 and
8> %, approximating the partition function within an exponential multiplicative factor
exp(c(e) n) is NP-hard. In the regime considered in Theorem 2, where the transverse field is
dominated by the interaction matrix, the partition function Z = tr(exp(—FH)) is very close
to tr(exp(—BH,)), which is the partition function of a classical Ising model and is therefore
NP-hard to approximate in the low-temperature regime 8 > ﬁ due to [16]; hence, in the
same temperature regime, approximating the partition function Z is also NP-hard.
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» Remark 3. Theorem 2 implies that approximating the partition function is NP-hard when
B > <t and the transverse field is dominated by the interaction matrix, i.e., [|h[|; <
n - Og(1)A(J). In the special case of a uniform transverse field, i.e., h¥ = hVi, this condition
simplifies to |h| < O (1)A(J). On the other hand, when the transverse field is very strong and
dominates the interaction matrix, the problem should become easy even at low temperatures,
since the system effectively behaves like non-interacting spins. Understanding exactly how
the strength of the transverse field affects the temperature at which this transition to an
easy regime occurs remains an intriguing open problem.

1.1 Techniques

As in previous works [5, 11], we map the partition function of the transverse-field Ising model
(TFIM)

Z = tr(exp(—BH))

to the partition function of a classical Ising model using the Trotter decomposition.

For intuition, we sketch this mapping here. Write H, := %Zi,je[n] Ji;j ZiZ; and Hy :=
>, h¥X;; then [5] shows that for M = poly(||BH. ||, ||8H.| , 1) a sufficiently large natural
number, we have

—BHz 7BH(L

Z ~tr((e ™ e

™)
— Z H (s®)] e == [sB)) (5| e =5 [s(k+1))

s(l) s(M)k 1
6 M n B M n n M
=A- 5 exp 7ME E JijSk,iSk,j — ME E sk,i+§ § K8k iSk41,i
(sD)ici k=11,j=1 k=1 i=1 i=1 k=1

(2)

A= H H (;\/|€2hf/M_e—2hg/M|>M

1:h§$#0 ithy #0

and K; = g(fﬁf) where g(a) = %ln\fjfi: |. Here we are using the conventions s(?) =
(sk.i)kern) and s = (1),

Equation (2) says that, up to the constant factor A, the partition function of the transverse
field Ising model is approximately equivalent to the partition function of a classical Ising model
defined on nM vertices. This classical model describes a distribution over configurations
(Sk.i)ke[M]ic[n] € {£1}"M " in which the external field acting on sy ; is —8h?/M and the
interactions are as follows:

For any k € [M] and 4, j € [n], the interaction between s, ; and sy ; is given by —5J;; /M.

For any i € [n] and k € [M], the interaction between sy ; and sg41, is K; =g (—%) as
defined above.

The following informal statement quantifies the approximation in Equation (2).

1:3
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Computational Phase Transition for TFIM

» Lemma 4 (Informal version of Lemma 9). Consider the TFIM model in Equation (1)
and an inverse temperature § > 0. Let Z = tr(exp(—BH)). For any ¢ > 0, there exists
M = poly(||BH.||, |BH:|, L) and Heassicar = { £1 V"M 5 RU{ o0} corresponding to a
classical Ising model so that for Z' =" exp(H ciassical(0)), we have

exp(—¢)Z' < Z <exp(e)Z'.

Thus, we have reduced the problem of computing the partition function of the transverse
field Ising model to that of a classical Ising model on nM vertices, where M is polynomial
in the model and accuracy parameters. We can now estimate the partition function of the
resulting classical Ising model using classical Markov chain Monte Carlo methods together with
counting-to-sampling techniques. Using simulated annealing [13, 30], we reduce the problem of
approximating the partition function to sampling from the corresponding Gibbs distribution.
Since the classical Ising model arising from the mapping contains interaction terms that
depend on the transverse field and may be unbounded, we cannot directly apply existing
rapid mixing results based on the boundedness of the interaction matrix [18, 32, 23, 14, 1].
Instead, we view the corresponding classical Ising model as a distribution on (R™)", and
invoke a recent result of Anari et al. [3] to show that the associated Glauber dynamics is
rapidly mixing whenever 3 < 1/A(J). Each update of the Glauber dynamics on the (R )"
model reduces to sampling from a one-dimensional Ising model on M vertices, which can
be efficiently implemented using dynamic programming. Combining these ingredients gives
an algorithm to approximate the partition function when g < 1/A(J); we can push the
boundary to f = 1/A(J) using a standard perturbative argument. First, we observe that
for f < 1/A(J), the approximation algorithm’s runtime depends polynomially on the gap
#A(J). To estimate tr(exp(—(GH)) at § = 1/A(J), we efficiently estimate the partition
function tr(exp(—f8'H)) where 8/ = 3(1 — ¢/n) by noting that #A(J) = O(n/e), then
observe that tr(exp(—38'H)) approximates tr(exp(—SH)) within an exp(e) multiplicative
factor. For details, see the proof of Theorem 20, which is the formal version of Theorem 1.

1.2 Related work

The problem of approximating partition functions of classical and quantum spin systems has
a long history. For many classical spin systems, the computational complexity landscape is
now well understood; see, e.g., [28, 29, 10, 8, 9, 16, 14, 1, 2]. In contrast, progress on the
quantum side has been more limited, and existing algorithmic results typically require strong
structural or high-temperature assumptions.

Several recent works study general quantum Hamiltonians of the form H = )" A.Ga,
where |\,| < 1, each G, is a tensor product of single-site Pauli operators acting on a subset a,
and the maximum degree of the interaction graph is denoted by A = max; [{a :i € a}|. In
this setting, Haah et al. [17] and Bakshi et al. [4] give a (n/g)?(°82) _time algorithm that
approximates tr(e #H ) within a multiplicative factor 1 + ¢, provided that 5 < m.
Helmuth and Mann [19] consider classical Hamiltonians perturbed by local quantum terms
and obtain efficient approximation algorithms when the perturbation strength is sufficiently
small and the inverse temperature lies in an appropriate regime. When specialized to the
transverse-field Ising model (TFIM), however, these results impose restrictive bounds on the
transverse and longitudinal fields, making them substantially weaker than ours.

Next, we discuss prior works that focus on the TFIM. Brayvi [5] gives an FPRAS for
tr(e”#H) in the ferromagnetic (stoquastic) regime, where
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In this case, the Trotter mapping gives a ferromagnetic classical Ising model, allowing the use
of classical Markov chain techniques for ferromagnetic systems [20]. We emphasize that our
result does not require any sign constraints on the interaction terms J;; or the longitudinal
and transverse fields h?, hY.

More recently, Crosson and Slezak [11] establish an FPRAS for the TFIM under a
Dobrushin-type condition

B<3

1
qa+pp e Bl ed A =malig A £ O

This condition is strictly stronger than ours, which implies an efficient approximation
algorithm whenever 8 < ﬁ. To see this, assuming without loss of generality that J; =0

for all i € [n] 1, the Gershgorin circle theorem implies
A(J) <2||J]|oo < 2AB,  where ||J|lo = max Y _ |Ji;].
K3
i

We remark that the Dobrushin-type conditions 8 = O(1/||J||«) or 8 < O(Z5) can be
substantially more restrictive than the spectral constraint 8 < ﬁ. In particular, when
the interaction terms have mixed signs, significant cancellations may occur, leading to

A(J) < ||J|loo- A concrete and important example arises when the couplings are i.i.d.

Gaussian with normalized variance, J;; ~ N (0,1/n), as in the Sherrington—Kirkpatrick
model and related spin-glass systems [27, 25]. In this case, random matrix theory implies that
A(J) = ©(1), while || J]| o = ©(y/n); hence, our Theorem 20 implies an efficient approximation
algorithm when § = O(1) while [11] requires a much higher temperature—f = O( ﬁ) We
can also consider diluted spin-glass models [14, 1], where the matrix J is supported on
a random d-regular graph G with Rademacher disorder, i.e., J;; ~ Uniform({ £1}) if ¢, j
are neighbors in G, and J;; = 0 otherwise. For this model, Friedman’s theorem implies
that A(J) < 4v/d — 1 (see [14, 1] for details), yet ||.J||,, = d; hence, Theorem 20 implies an
efficient approximation algorithm when g = O(%) while the Dobrushin-type conditions

require 3 = O(3).

1.3 Organization

Following some background and notational preliminaries in Section 2, in Section 3 we spell
out the details of how how to map the partition function of the transverse-field Ising model
to that of a classical Ising model. In Section 4, we show how to sample from the resulting
classical Ising model using Markov chains. In Section 5, we combine these ingredients to
prove our main results Theorem 20, Theorem 1 and Theorem 2.

2 Preliminaries

2.1 Notation

For a vector x € RY, we let ||x|| denote its Euclidean norm. For matrix A € RV*N | we

let [|A]| denote its operator norm, i.e., ||A| = [|A4]|,, = max,o Hll\jjlu' If A is Hermitian, its
eigenvalues are real, and we let A\pax(A) and A\pin(A) denote its maximum and minimum

eigenvalues respectively, and let A(J) = Apax(A) — Amin(J)-

)

! Changing diagonal entries rescales the partition function by a constant factor and does not affect
approximation complexity.

1:5
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2.2 Linear algebra

» Proposition 5. Let H, H' € RVN*N be Hermitian matrices where |H — H'|| < e. Then
e “tr(exp(H)) < tr(exp(H")) < e tr(exp(H)).

Proof. This is a simple consequence of Weyl’s inequality. Since H, H' are Hermitian, their
eigenvalues are real. Let Ay > Ay > --- > Ay and A} > A\, > --- > X be the eigenvalues of
H and H’, respectively; then by Weyl’s inequality

(A =N < |H-H'|| <e
and thus
e “tr(exp(H)) = e ¢ Zexp(/\i) < tr(exp(H')) = Zexp(x\g)

< ef Z exp(A;) = e tr(exp(H)). <

2.3 Markov chains and mixing time

Our analysis of the mixing time of the Glauber dynamics for the classical distribution
arising from the quantum-to-classical mapping is based on establishing a fundamental
information-theoretic inequality known as the Approzimate Tensorization of Entropy (ATE).
Let Q =Qy x ---Q, be a product space. For i € [n], define the Markov kernel D.; as one
that maps = = (x1,...,x,) € £ deterministically to z.; by erasing its ith component, i.e.,

Trsj = (.761,...,Ii_l,g,l‘“_l,...,ﬂjn).

Let Dy,—y5—1 be the Markov kernel that picks a coordinate i € [n] uniformly at random and
erases it, i.e., returns the average of D.1,...,D.,. We call this the “down operator.”

The Glauber dynamics associated with a probability distribution p on €2 is the Markov
chain that, at each step, selects a coordinate i € [n] uniformly at random, erases the current
value of z;, and resamples it according to the conditional distribution (- | z~;). Equivalently,
each transition consists of first applying the down operator D,,_.,_1 and then restoring the
erased coordinate by sampling from the appropriate conditional marginal of u.

» Definition 6 (Approximate Tensorization of Entropy, [22, 7]). Let u be a probability measure
on R™. We say u satisfies Approximate Tensorization of Entropy (ATE) with constant C' if
for every other measure v absolutely continuous w.r.t. u,

1
Drr(VDnsn—1|[pDpsn-1) < (1 - C’n) Dgr(v||1)-

ATE is a very strong property, which yields an array of useful consequences “for free” once
established. In particular, it yields functional inequalities and implies fast mixing of the
Glauber dynamics.

» Proposition 7 (Fact 3.5 of [10]). If ATE holds with constant C for measure u, then:
1. The MLSI (Modified Log-Sobolev Inequality) for the Glauber dynamics holds with constant
1/Cn.
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2. As a consequence of the MLSI, on a discrete space, defining

fmin = min { p(z) | x € supp(p) },

the Glauber dynamics on p has e-mizing time O(Cn(loglog(1/ttmin) + log(1/€))).
Equivalently, if i denotes the distribution obtained after

t = O(Cn(loglog(1/pmin) + log(1/€)))

steps of the Glauber dynamics starting from an arbitrary initial state, then drv(f, p) < e.

3 Mapping the transverse-field Ising model to a classical Ising model

In this section, we reproduce the standard mapping from the partition function of the
transverse-field Ising model to that of a classical Ising model using the Trotter decomposition,
as was sketched in Section 1.1. While this mapping is standard (see, e.g., [11, 5]), we include
it here to keep our discussion self-contained.

We will use the following fact from [5].

» Proposition 8 ([5, Lemma 3]). Let Z = tr(exp(H. + H,)), Z' = tr((e’3F 3 )M) where
M eN/M >3, and

H, = % N JiZiZi+ Y hiZiy  Hp=> hiX,. (3)
i€[n]

i,j€[n] i€[n]

1 M = max{2(| || + || H ), /2L L g
e 7 <7 <eZ.

Next, we record the standard argument that Z’ corresponds to the partition function of a
classical Ising model. Since the proof is standard, we defer it to the appendix.

» Lemma 9 ([11, 5]). Let Z' = tr((e%e%)M) where H, and H, are defined as in (3).

LetDM:{ﬁm|me{il}M}QSM*:{:BGRM|||g;||:1}, Fori € [n],
Ifh? =0: letv:ﬁ[l 1 - I]T and ; = {v,—v} C Dy and let w : Q; — R
be defined by w (v) = h? and w® (—v) = —hZ.
Ifh¥ #0: Let Q; = Dar and w® : Q; — R be defined by, for x=[z1 w2 --- xum]',
. M
O (g) = 2 Z K;M
w' (x xp + KM (2129 + xows + - - + 2121,
VM =
where
o ehi/M g e=hi/M ehT/M | g—hi/M
i =1n | hi /M _ o=hi/M| T 2 n e /M _ —hi/M]| ) -

Let H jgssical : Ql X QQ X e X Qn — RZO be deﬁned by

1 Z” ;
Hclassical((mi)ie[n]) = 5 E Jij<mia mj> + w( )(331)
=1

i,j€[n]

1:7
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Then

Z/ =A. Z eXp(Hclassical((Xi)iE[n]))7

X1EQ1, X €Ny
where
M
1 ; ;
_ L )12k /M —2hE /M
A= 11 (2 Vie ‘ ') |

i:h?#£0

4 Sampling from the classical Ising model

In this section, we will record the ingredients for establishing an efficient algorithm to
sample from the classical Ising model that arises from the quantum-to-classical mapping
described in Lemma 9 in the regime SAJ < 1. In Section 5, we combine this with the
standard counting-to-sampling argument implies that the partition function can be efficiently
approximated in the same regime. After appropriate transformations, the classical Ising model
can be reformulated as the O(M)-spin model in (4). Lemma 10 establishes Approzimate
Tensorization of Entropy (ATE), which implies fast mixing of the Glauber dynamics by
Proposition 7, and each step of the Glauber dynamics can be efficiently implemented by
Proposition 12.

» Lemma 10. Consider the distribution vg : (SM~1)" — Rsq defined by

va((@i)ien)) o exp(§ > Jij<$i»f'3j>> [T 19 @), (4)
=1

i,5€[n]
where for each i € [n], p® : SM-1 R> is an arbitrary density function on the sphere
SM=1 Lz ecRM || =1}. Suppose J = 0 and 3 € [0, W) Then the distribution vg
OoP

satisfies ATE with constant C' = ﬁ
OP

Following [15], we say that a measure y : R¥ — Rx is 8-semi-log-concave if Cov(Twp) <
BI for every w € RF, where the measure Typu : R¥ — Ry is defined by Twu(x) o
exp({w, x))u(x). We used the following proposition in the proof of Lemma 10.

» Proposition 11. Consider a distribution p: R¥ — Rsq with
supp(p) C {z € R” : ||z < 1}.

Then p is 1-semi-log-concave.

Proof. Let
2= Cov(p) = Ex~p[(X —EX)(X —EX) '] .

We first show that the operator norm of ¥ is at most 1.
For any unit vector v € R*, we have
vIZv=Ex.,[(v' X —E[v"X])?]

= Varx.,(v'X)

S Exop [(VTX)Q]

< Ex~u[(IVI1X1)]
= Exn [I1X]7]

<1,

where the last inequality follows from the assumption that supp(p) € {x : ||x|| < 1}. Since
this holds for all unit vectors v, we conclude that ||X|op < 1.
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Now let w € R¥ and consider the tilted measure Ty, p. Tilting does not change the support
of the distribution, so

supp(Tovp) € {x € RY : [x]| < 1}.
Applying the same argument as above shows that
1Cov(Twh)llop < 1.
Therefore, y is 1-semi-log-concave. |

Proof of Lemma 10. This is essentially due to [3, Theorem 9], which assumes that the
diagonal of J is constant, i.e., J; = a Vi € [n], which is not necessarily true in our
case. However, by following that proof, we see that this assumption can be relaxed to
Jii > a Vi € [n]. To apply their result, we only need to verify that, for each i € [n] and
s > 0, the distribution G_,u® defined by G_,u® o exp(s [|x||*)p® (x) is 1-semi-log-concave.
Since (% is supported on SM—1 the distribution G_,u(? is simply (¥ itself, and is 1-semi-
log-concave by Proposition 11. We may now apply [3, Theorem 9] with p(s) = 1Vs > 0 and
a = 0,n = 0, and deduce that the distribution v satisfies Approximate Tensorization of
Entropy with constant

C o </O|w|op q(z)dz>’

where ¢ = ¢, solves the equation

o) =1+ [ atsas.

It is easy to see that the function ¢(z) = % solves this equation, and hence vg satisfies

17
ATE with constant C = m The lemma follows. <

» Proposition 12. Let H jpssicar: 21 X Qo X -+ X Q,, = R be as in Lemma 9. For § € R,
let vg : Oy X Qg x -+ X Q, = Rxq be the distribution defined by vz(o) x exp(BH cigssical(0))-
Each step of the Glauber dynamics on vg samples from a 1-dimensional Ising model, and
thus can be done in O(M? + Mn) time.

Proof. Each step of Glauber samples from the conditional distribution v(x;[(x;);) : Qi —
R>o. Let x; = \/LM(SM, -+~ ,8M,i) € Dy Sampling from v(x;[(x;) ;) reduces to sampling

from the Ising model 7 : { 1} — R>o where

M M
(st osn0)) o (O Kiswasnrni + ) husi,i)
k=1 =1
and

. 1.
hi =57 ; Jigsng + gl sk,

Computing (fzk)ke[M] takes O(Mn) time in total, and sampling takes O(M?) time, as we
prove in Proposition 13 below. <

TQC 2026
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» Proposition 13. Consider the 1D Ising model v : {£1}M — Rsq with either the open
boundary condition

M—1 M
v(z) o exp ( Z Jiit1%iTiv1 + Z hﬁz‘) ) (5)

i=1 =1

or the closed boundary condition

M M
v(x) o exp (Z Jiit1TiTip1 + Z hz'Ii) ; Tp41 = T1 (6)

i=1 i=1
In both cases, one can compute all relevant conditional marginals exactly and therefore sample
from v in O(M?) time.
Proof. We show how to compute the conditional marginals

v(X; ==+1| Xji—1) = U[i—l])

exactly by dynamic programming, for any i € [M] and any partial assignment of;_;) with
V(x[l-,l] = 0}—1]) > 0. Once these marginals are available, we may sample sequentially using
the standard autoregressive procedure: sample o1 ~ v(X7), then sample o9 ~ (X5 | X7 =
o1), and so on, until we have sampled o, ~ v(X,, | X|,—1] = 0},-1]), at which point we
output o = o[,). The output distribution is exactly v.

Open boundary case (5). It suffices to compute v(x), since for ¢ > 1 the conditional

distribution v(z; | xj;_y = op—1)) is itself the open-boundary Ising model on a smaller
interval.

Define

pN(O']\/[) :exp(hMaM), oM € {:l:l}
For k=N —1,...,1, compute recursively

prlor) = D exp (Jepr10k0ki1 + hiok) Prpa(0kia):

O'k+1€{i1}
Then
p1(o1)
v(ry = o1) , o1 € {£1}.

- p1(1) + p1(-1)

Closed boundary case (6). When i > 1, conditioning on x[;_1; = o};_1] breaks the cycle
and reduces the problem to the open-boundary case.
For the case i = 1, define

pg\zl)(UM) = exp (JN,I o0y + hMUM), (Jl,UM) S {:l:l}2
For k=M —1,...,1, compute

pl(:l)(gk) = Z exp (Jk,k+10'k0'k+1 =+ hkdk)p](;;ll) (Uk+1).
orpr1€{£1}

Finally, set
pi(o1) = p§‘”)(01)
and compute the marginal

_ p1(o1)
p1(1) +pi(-1)
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Runtime. Each marginal computation requires O(M) operations. Sampling by autoregres-
sion requires computing M marginals, so the runtime is O(M?). |

5 On computing the partition function

In this section, we prove our main results, Theorem 1 and Theorem 2 from the Introduction.
We begin with Theorem 2, which is a direct consequence of the following result from [16].

» Theorem 14 ([16, Theorem 1]). There exists a symmetric matriz J € R™ ™ with
A(J) =1+¢e > 1 such that approzimating the partition function tr(exp(% Z” Jij 2;25)) =
Doe{41}n exp(3 >i; Jijoiog) within an exp(c(e)n)-multiplicative factor is NP-hard, where
the constant c¢(g) > 0 depends on e.

Proof of Theorem 2. Let Z = tr(exp(—BH)). Let J = —f3.J, and Z = tr(exp(—(H.)) =

tr(exp(s >, ; JijZiZ;)). When [Sh*|, < €En | we have

c(e)n
-1~ (-pH)) = o 3 nexi| < o, < <45
i€[n]
and thus by Proposition 5,
Zexp(—c(g%) <Z< Zexp(c(z)n).

Thus, if we can output a Z that approximates Z within a multiplicative factor exp(@),

then Z will approximate Z within a factor of exp(c(e)n). The claim then follows from
Theorem 14. <

The remainder of this section is devoted to the proof of Theorem 20, which we will restate
more formally later as Theorem 1. We first recall some classical results on counting-to-
sampling via simulated annealing.

» Lemma 15. Consider a discrete set Q and a Hamiltonian H : Q — [—L, L] for some
L >0. For B € R, let ug be the distribution on Q defined by

pste) = SRZED ahere 2(6) = 3 expl-511(0))

oce

Suppose we know Z(Pmin), and we have oracle access to the Hamiltonian H and to samples
from pg for B € [Bmin, Pmax|.- For any € > 0, there exists a (classical) algorithm that outputs
an estimator Z s.t.

Pr((1= O Z(Bmex) < Z < (14 ) Z(Brax) ) = 3/4

2
The algorithm uses k = O <(W) ) samples from pg and O(k) Hamiltonian
evaluations.

Using a standard coupling argument, we can also relax the precondition of Lemma 15 to
allow for samples from a distribution that is close to pg.

» Lemma 16. Consider a discrete set Q and a Hamiltonian H : Q& — [—-L, L] for some
L > 0. For B € R, let ug be the distribution on Q defined by

_ exp(—pH(0))

pa(o) = 705) where  Z(B) = _ exp(—BH(0)).

e
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Suppose we know Z(Pmin), and we have oracle access to the Hamiltonian H and to samples
from fig where dpy (fig, ug) < ery for B € [Bmin, Bmax|- For any € > 0, there exists a
(classical) algorithm that outputs an estimator Z s.t.

Pr((1= 0Z(Bma) < Z < (14 )7 (Bnax) ) > 3/4 = exvh

2
The algorithm uses k = O ((W) ) samples from fig and O(k) Hamiltonian
evaluations.

Lemmas 15 and 16 are standard, and we leave their proofs to the appendix.

» Remark 17. A standard application of Chernoff bounds allows us to improve the success
probability in Lemmas 15 and 16 to 1 — § by taking the median of ©(log(1/d)) independent
trials.

In order to apply Lemmas 15 and 16, we need the following proposition which bounds
the classical Hamiltonian arising from the quantum-to-classical mapping in Lemma 9, whose
proof we leave to the appendix.

» Proposition 18. Va € [-1,1]\ {0}, we have 0 < In (ﬁ) <In 2 -

» Proposition 19. Let H jgssicar @ 21 X Q2 X -+ x Q,, = R be as in Lemma 9. Suppose
M > |h¥| Vi € [n] and min{ | h¥| | h¥ #0} > r. Let

L =n|J||+ ||b*||; + nM In(2M/7)).
Then

|H((:)icin)| S L V(x)iem) € Q1 x Q2 X -+ X Q.
Proof. Let H = H_jassical- By the triangle inequality,

[H((xiietnD)| < | D Jig(xix)| + Y [w (). (7)

i,j€[n] i€[n]
Recall that x; = ﬁ(sl,i, -+, 8M,i) € Dy therefore
| D Jilxixg))| Z > stmsm<—z| > Jigsaskgl <nlJl.
i,5€[n] k Li,j€n] k=1 4,j€[n]

For i € [n] and x € Q;, we will show

lw® (2)| < |hZ| + M In(2M/r).

If h* = 0 then |w®(x)| = |h?| and we are done. So we assume h? # 0, and then for any
X = [xl Ty - a:M]T, by the triangle inequality
w00 < 2L S oy 4 M sl + szl + -+ o)
k=1
= |h7] + K| M,

where we recall

hE/M | o—ht /M 1 ( hE/M 4 o—hE /M >
n
le

Ky =1Iny [ e — e h/M| T 2 WE /M _ =i /M|

le

satisfies 0 < K; < In fhj\f < In(2M/r) by Proposition 18. Plugging this back into Equation (7)

finishes the proof. |
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Finally, we are ready to prove Theorem 1. In fact, we will prove a more formal version of
the theorem, which we now state.

» Theorem 20 (Formal version of Theorem 1). Consider the TFIM model in Equation (1).
We assume without loss of generality that J = (Ji;)i jen) € R™*™ is a symmetric matriz.
Let Amax(J) and Amin(J) denote its mazimum and minimum eigenvalues, and let A(J) =
Amax(J) = Amin(J). Let Z := tr(exp(—8H)).

Suppose B € [O,ﬁ). Let |h*||, = Y>>0, |hZ| and ||h"||, = Y1, |h¥|. For any €,6 €
(0,1), there exists a classical algorithm that runs in

1

m . IOg(s*l . pOIy(n,ﬂ thul 75 ||th1 7671)

time and outputs Z such that,
Pr (eiEZ <zZ< 662) >1-4.

Moreover, for the critical value 8 = ﬁ, the same approrimation guarantee holds with
runtime log 8~ - poly(n, B||R°||,, B |F°||, e 1).

Proof. We begin with a proof of the first statement; the second statement will follow relatively
straightforwardly from the first.

Letting J = —3J + BAmax(J) - I, we have 0 < J < (BA(J)) - I < I. Now let h* =
—fBh?, h* = —fh*, and

H, = % Z jijZiZj + Z ﬁfZi , H, = Z Bin-

i,jE[n] 1€[n] i€[n]

This implies that tr(exp(—8H))/ tr(exp(H, + H;)) = ¢ for some constant ¢ > 0 that we can
efficiently compute, so we only need to approximate Z := tr(exp(H, + H,)).

Note that, since H, is a diagonal matrix with diagonal entries given by % >
Yicin] hZz; for z € {£1}", we obtain the following bounds:

ijem) i %%+

1 ~ ~ ~ ~ -
I < max o> Jizzg+ ) hiz| <o |||+ [[h], < (BA())n + [|h?]

1 ;

e i€in)
1) < 7R X = (R = ||, .
i€ln] i€[n]

Letting
Ci= (BAM)n + [|B7|, + [|B7],

we have C' > ||H,| + ||[Hz||. Let » > 0 and M € N>3 be parameters to be chosen later.
Letting

Laa={i€[n]:hf #0and |AY| <7},
and

H:Hz+];~[:t7 gm: Z thla

i€[n]\Ibaa
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we get

||H— ﬁH < Z |ﬁf| X < rn.
1€ Ibad

Hence by Proposition 5, setting Z = tr(exp(H, + H,)) and Z = tr(exp(H. + H,)) and
choosing r = 3, we have

e~ 3Z <z <el?7. (8)

We now approximate Z. Set
3\ 1/2
M= <3O> . )
€

By Proposition 8 and Lemma 9, let the classical Hamiltonian Hjagsical be defined as in
Lemma 9 wrt H and M, so that, for

- 1 - . M
A= H (2\/|62h;. /M _ e—2}zi’/1\/l|> 7

i:h 20

Z/ = A Z eXp(Hclassical((Xi)ie[n]))

X1EQ), Xn EQp
and
exp(—€/3)Z < Z' < Zexp(e/3).
In particular, combining this with Equation (8) we obtain
exp(—2¢/3)Z' < Z < Z'exp(2¢/3). (10)
Next, we approximate Z’. Setting
L=C+nMlog(M/r)=O(nM),
yields
| Helassical (Xi)ien))| < LY(Xi)iem) € Q1 X -+ - X Q.

For 8" € [0, 1], consider the distribution defined by vg((X;)ic[n)) X exp(8’ Helassical ((Xi)ic[n]))-
Applying Lemma 10 and Proposition 7 to this distribution, and noting that
(V3 )min = min { vg (x) | € supp(vg:) } > exp(—2L)27 "M,

we obtain that the Glauber dynamics? outputs a sample from D st dryv(Dg,ve) < epy in

T=0 <151A(J) -nlog (e:‘/> poly log(C, 6_1))

steps, where each step takes O(M?) time by Proposition 12.

2 We can initialize the Glauber dynamics at any (Xi)ig[n) € Q1 X -+ X Qyp, for example, at (X;);e[n] Where

xi=—[1 1 - 1]TVien]
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Applying Lemma 16 and Proposition 19 for epy = ﬁ, Bmin = 0, Bmax = 1 (note that
Z(Bmin) = [T |€2] can be easily computed and M > C' > max |h¥|), we obtain a classical
algorithm that outputs Z so that with probability > 5/8,

exp(—€/3)2' < Z < Z'exp(€/3),
which, by Equation (10), implies
Zexp(—e) < Z < Zexp(e)

using k = O (i—;) samples from Dz and evaluations of Hlassical-

The overall running time of the algorithm is

1

LB ((BAM)n+ BIB7 ], + BIIB]D)° ),
where O hides polylogarithmic factors.

We can boost the success rate from 5/8 to 1 — § for any 6 > 0 at the cost of an extra
O(log(1/4)) factor in the runtime (see Remark 17). This finishes the proof of the first
statement.

For the proof of the second statement, where 5 = NEIL let J = (1- m)j and

N ~ N 1 ~ ~
7 =tr(exp(H. + H,)) where H.== Y J;ZiZj+ > hiZ.

2 < k
i,j€[n] i€[n]
Note that
HﬁZ_HZ <—° . max | Z szzZ’ < 7] < e/2.
S QRﬂA(J) ze{+1}" QijE[n] Jeieg | = ZnﬁA(J) <

By Proposition 5,

Zexp(—€/2) < Z < Zexp(e/2).

n?

Noting that Hj H < 1— 5, we can now use the first statement to output Z that approximates

Z within a factor of exp(e/2), and thus approximates Z within a factor of exp(e). The
runtime guarantee follows from the first statement. |
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A Deferred proofs

Proof of Proposition 8. Inserting resolutions of the identity in terms of the computational
basis, i.e., I =3 [s®) (s¥)|, we have

7' =u((3 sW) sV)) e TF T > 1s®) ¢ (2)|eMze%...(Z|S(M)><S(M)|)e%e%)

s(1) s(2) s(M)

M
_ Z H (s®)| 5 e 5F [s(h+1)) (11)

s e (M) k=1

with periodic boundary condition s(™*1) = s(1) Since H, is diagonal in the computational
basis, the above can be rewritten as

M
7= 3 JLEM1eM [s0) (®]ea [s¢). (12)
s(D) .o (M) k=1
We identify the computational basis vector s*) with (Sk1, -y Spn) € {£1}". Then

<S(k)|e€{ |s(F)) —exp( ZJUS;HS;” —i—ths;“ )

:exp( Z JZ] X, Xj) +Z

i,j€[n

M
Z x;) ) (13)

where we let x; = ﬁ(su,su, <+, SMi) € D
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Because H, = >, h? X;, we have
(14)

e = Heh?Xi.
i

If A7 =0 then ehiXi = T is diagonal in the computational basis, so

|

M
(s®)] et IsEHDY L0 = 54 = s VE € [M] = x; € {+v} =Q,. (15)
k=1
. . . x . . 0 1
Next, consider ¢ where hi # 0. We consider the power e** of the Pauli matrix X = 1 ol
1
where a € Rg. Since X has eigenvalues 1, —1 with corresponding eigenvectors v = [‘{5
>
1
and w = [ \/51 ] , e*X has eigenvalues e®, e~* with the same eigenvectors, and thus
V2
_ lle*+e™@ e*—e™@ ea sign(a)e K
aX _ ja,..T a ) — . 1
e e’ vv'+e Tww 5 [e“ p— e“—f—e‘a} Ca [sign(a)e‘K“ oKa , (16)
—e~2e| and

where C, = 1/(e® +e79) - [e* — =9 = 1 /|e2®
e 1. ette®
Ko=gla)=Tn | — = - =%
9(a) =1In le¢ —e=e| 2 n|e“—e—“|
Let R={ien]|hf#0}, Ry ={ien]|hf >0} and R_ ={ie[n]|hf <0}. For

i € R, let
(17)

1 x €T
K;=g(hi/M) and C;= 5\/|€2hi /M @=2hT /M|

‘We have

M
(sF)| enr Hao | g(k+1))

M M
) H H(Sk,isk+1,i)
1

i=1
H H Ci exp(K; Sk, Sk11,1)

:1[‘9]@71' = Sk+1’in S [M]/L Q R} (
i€ER k=1 i€R_ k=1
M
:1[81“1‘ = Sk+1’in‘ S [MLZ ¢ R} H H C; exp(KZ- Sk,i 5k+1,i)a (18)
i€ER k=1

where the second equality follows because, for any i € [n] and assignment (sy;)re() €

{1 T (skiskard) = [Tamy 57, = 1.
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Hence, substituting Equations (13) and (18) into Equation (12), we obtain

Z'=T]cM xz" with

i€R
1 M n 1 n
AR > exp | oor SIS, Jijswases + i D hiskit Y Kiskiskiv
(s e{+1}" k=1 \4,j=1 i=1 i€ER
s1,i==sM,iVigR
1 ,
S IE(CD DRAERD pRLI)
x; €Q;ViE[n] i,j€[n] i€[n]
thus

1 . M
7 — H (2\/|62h’f/M _ e2h§/M|> Z exp (Hclassical((xi)ie[n])) ,

1:h$#0 x1EQ, X0 €Qy
which concludes the proof of the lemma. <

Proof of Lemma 15. For the proof, we will need the following result due to [13] (restated
in [30, Theorem 2.2]).

» Proposition 21 ([30, Theorem 2.2]). Let W1,..., W, be independent random variables with
2 —
HE:E[[VV[I;;]]Q < B foricll]. Let W = Wy---W,. Let S; be the average of 16B{/e? independent

random samples from W; for i € [{]. Let S =8.8y---S;. Then

Pr((1-2)E[W] < § < (1+)E[W]) > .

Let £ = L(Bmax - Bmin)a and define the sequence Bmin = ﬁO < Bl << B@ = ﬂmax where
Bi = Bmin + + Vi€ {0,--- ,£}. For i€ {1,--- £}, let W; be the random variable obtained
by sampling o from pg, , and then outputting the value exp(—(8; — fi—1)H(0)). Note that

EWi] = np, (o) exp(=(i = Bi1)H())

oe

1
=260 ;ﬂexp(—(ﬁi — B ) H(0)) exp(—Bi_1 H(0))
1
= 726 %eXp(—ﬁiH(a))
2
Z(Biz1)’

and thus for W = WiWsy - - - Wy,

Eﬁﬂzﬂmqugﬁzj

Since (8; — Bi—1) = 1 and [H(o)| < L, IEE[[VVVV;?]Z < B for B =¢%

Let S; be the average of 16 B¢/c? independent random samples from W; for i € [¢], and
let S =519, ---S,. The algorithm will output Z = Z(Bmin)S. By Proposition 21,

Pr ((1 — ) Z(Bmax) < 2 < (1+ e)Z(ﬁmax)) = Pr ((1 _EW]<S< (1 +5)]E[/V[7]) > 2 <

> w
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Proof of Lemma 16. We use the same algorithm as in Lemma 15. We couple the distribu-
tions pg and fig via a coupling IIg such that

]P)(O',O")NHB [U 7é U,] < ery.

By a union bound, with probability at least 1 — k ey, all £ samples drawn from fiz are
identical to the corresponding samples drawn from pg. Consequently, with probability at
least 1 — k ery, the execution of the algorithm using samples from fig is identical to that
of the algorithm using samples from pg. Hence the guarantee on the output follows from
Lemma 15. <

a

Proof of Proposition 18. Clearly, <t > 1,500 < In (WF#) )

lec—e=¢] \(—;afe*a\

Wlog, we can assume a € (0, 1]. The inequality In <M) < In % becomes equival-

let—e=q| lal

ent to
fla)=e* —e - g (e*+e ) >0.
We calculate

Fla) = et e = S b e) — (e e = () —an (e - o)

and

2f"(a)=e*—e*—(e*—e ) —ale* +e %) =—a(e"+e *) <0 Vac€[0,+00).

Thus,
! ! 1
Vae[O,l]:f(a)Zf(l)=E>O,
and hence

Va € [0,1] : f(a) > f(0) = 0. <
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