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Preface

The 8th International Conference on Advances in Financial Technologies (AFT ’26) was held
at the London School of Economics in London, UK, on October 6-9, 2026. This proceedings
volume contains 36 papers selected from a record-high 185 submissions. This eighth edition
of the conference also marks the fourth year in which its proceedings are published in
LIPIcs — the Leibniz International Proceedings in Informatics series. The conference has been
independently organized for the last four years; this year, AFT became an annual conference
of the Stichting Financial Cryptography/IFCA, the International Financial Cryptography
Association.

The paper selection process followed common practices in computer science. Each
submission was considered and assessed by several Program Committee members (at least
three) and external reviewers as part of a double-blind review process. Each accepted paper
was presented in a 15-minute live talk, followed by a 5-minute question/answer session. The
opening keynote was delivered by Dr. Raphael Auer, founder and president of the Central
Bank Research Association (CEBRA). AFT’26 also featured an associated workshop, DeTaP
— Workshop on Decentralisation: Theory and Practice, organised by Christina Ovezik and
Mojtaba Tefagh.

We would like to thank all the members of the Program Committee as well as the external
reviewers for their efforts in selecting the conference program, and all authors for submitting
their work for consideration. We are also grateful to the AFT steering committee for their
support and guidance throughout the process. We gratefully acknowledge the industry
sponsors whose financial support was once again essential to running AFT:

Gold level Silver level
al6z crypto I1C3
Input Output Sui

Finally, we are very grateful to Andy Lewis-Pye for his service and invaluable contributions
as General Chair. We would also like to thank Jasna Begic, of the LSE Department of
Mathematics, for her help in organizing the event, as well as the Blockchain Technology
Laboratory (BTL) at the University of Edinburgh for its support.

Edinburgh, UK Aggelos Kiayias
Essex, UK Maria Kyropoulou
October 2026
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