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Abstract
The plot of a narrative addresses what happened, and why. While a number of interesting the-
ories of plot have been explored, it has proved hard in narrative interpretation to automatically
compute a representation of the plot. This talk describes how to build a representation of what
happened by summarizing temporal chains of events that involve a particular protagonist. These
chains, which are based on the work of Chambers, can be summarized by various methods, includ-
ing pruning subgraphs in the representation. Linguistic challenges include habitual expressions
and non-literal language. The talk concludes with suggestions for how to layer causal information
on top of the representation of what happened.

1998 ACM Subject Classification H.3.1 Content Analysis and Indexing

Keywords and phrases Narrative, Summarization, Event Chains

Digital Object Identifier 10.4230/OASIcs.CMN.2013.3

Category Invited Talk

© Inderjeet Mani;
licensed under Creative Commons License CC-BY

Workshop on Computational Models of Narrative 2013.
Editors: Mark A. Finlayson, Bernhard Fisseni, Benedikt Löwe, and Jan Christoph Meister; pp. 3–3

OpenAccess Series in Informatics
Schloss Dagstuhl – Leibniz-Zentrum für Informatik, Dagstuhl Publishing, Germany

http://dx.doi.org/10.4230/OASIcs.CMN.2013.3
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://www.dagstuhl.de/oasics/
http://www.dagstuhl.de/

